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dotoct them. So far as the monasteries lent themselves to
the successful practice of imposition, thoy tended to per-
petuate the evil, which the Government was anxious to
remove. If we remember that this was precisely the charge
which was brought by reformers against the Old Poor Law,
i.e., against tho system which replaced that of tho monasteries
and other foundations, we shall be on our guard against
sweeping condemnations of the latter. They were probably,
like most other institutions, not wholly beneficent in their
influence nor tho reverse. From their financial condition in
tho sixteenth century we should not expect to find great
carelessness in the distribution of relief. Thoy knew also
that tho charge of manufacturing paupers by tho practice of
indiscriminate charity was being urged against them by
those who were eager for their downfall, and like other
Englishmen of the time they must have been deeply im-
pressed with the gravity of the evil from which tho country
was suffering. Indeed, their very position enabled them to
see far more of the actual condition of tho people than was
possible oven to a justice of the peace. Tho relation of the
monasteries to the question of poor relief no doubt de-
manded inquiry and reformation, but they cannot bo regarded
as more centres of pauperisation. If their suppression de-
prived many sturdy beggars of the means of living in idle-
ness, it also brought starvation to many aged and impotent
poor who looked to them for relief. It must also be remem-
bered that the suppression deprived a large number of persons
dependent for their employment on the monasteries of the
means of earning a livelihood (pp. 64,128)** Many of those
would be absorbed in other occupations, or would find employ-
ment under the new owners, But a residuum would join tho
ranks of the able-bodied beggars; and, as Eden points out, tbo
new landlords wore generally absentees. The monastic system
of poor relief was not different from that pursued ii> tho
hospitals, many of which survived the llefonnatiou,
were, indeed, regarded as an important element in
isation of relief. All the statutes of the sixteenth c
eontaia important provisoes safeguarding tho:

* Some interesting particulars on tltia

